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CLETTERS *

Dedr Editors: 4
t am writing to clarify various
“ambiguous statements attributed
to me~and, Incldentally, to
correct the misspelling of my
name--In Robert Maurer's articlo
" on press censorship (AR, Jan. 1-
J5). . .
Discussing the Central In-
telligence Agency’'s atiempt to
pre-censor Victar Marchotti’s
forthcoming book on the C.LA,,
‘Maurer quotes ima as follows: “We
‘have a reputation to malntain at
iKnopf, and so we would consult
(with the C.LA. as we would with
any outside expert prior to
1 publication.”
I The quote tmplies that Knopf
would, as did Harper & Row in the

- McCoy (The Politics Of Heroln In .

open to question, and that the
authoy’s, or. the publisher’s, sense
of harmfulness will not very fikely

", colncide 'with the Central Ine

“tellipence Agency's senso of

* harnm{ulness.

Later In the artlcle, accerding to |
Mr, Maurer, | said that “the In-
dustry is not about to publishl

anything it belleves would harm
the national sccirity.” Here,

" again, the same princlple of the

fuzzy nature of what constitutes
. “harm” applies.

Thank you for allowing me the

. opportunity to address myself to

these points, and let me com-
mend Mr. Maurer and American
Report for an otherwlse. come
prehensibls and compraheansive
‘article, '

bemiel Okrent L

"Southeast Asla) case, « actively | C Bditer )
cooperate with the CLA. In ity | Lo Alred A. Knopf, lnc,.'
, review of our manuscript; as | l St New York, NLY. '!'

remember the context, and as
.those of us at Knopf have
“repeatedly sald, publicly and
" otherwise, in regard to this
. question, we would delinitely not
cactively solicit or encourage
i C.LA. comment on the Marchettl
pmanusceipt, nor would we In any
' other way voluntarily “consult”
| the agency; we steadfastly feel
! that any such decision to consult
i Is strictly the author’s,
! Butwearealso aware that, as in
the case of The Invisible
Covernment by Wise and Ross,
;(heVC.l.A. would be quite able to
ifind advance . galleys of the
manuscript on its own, that they
‘\muld more than likely offer a list
iof suppested  corrections  and
Lemendations, ond that we would
certalnly read and consider such a
list—and that we would just as
certalnly reserve the right to
lgnore entlrely whatever they had
to say. As to my alleged reference
to the maintenance of Knopf's
“roputation,” 1 genuinely cannot

crecall saying~or  thinking—that
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Further, the statement that per subsciinllom Canads And FUAS cotnirias, o 3:’;{,,{,3,‘,;:
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Knopf “maintain(s) that they do utk
tedant rater 7,00 per yYear mijlsd to i
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not want to publish any material
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s a rather Incomplete expression Bonar (/s if o L gubieribal (6 Blsnate Hawy Service interna. [
of our view, which was rather frems L1 Tacitia Haws tervice (rein) o raim oy neren
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Mr, Maurer: that what may ba

deemed “harmful” Is certainly
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